Mercury Baroque’s Fiesta Mexicana Barroca!
For immediate release: 06/29/09
On September 5th at 8:00pm Mercury Baroque will present its Fiesta Mexicana Barroca. This free concert at the Miller Outdoor Theatre will delight and excite audiences with rare music from Mexico’s baroque period. Joining Mercury in this musical celebration is Mexico’s famed vocal ensemble Voz en Punto, led by Artistic Director José Galván. Together they will perform rarely heard villancicos, a beautiful mass and other folk music from 18th century Mexico. 

According to Mercury’s Artistic Director Antoine Plante, “…the Miller Outdoor Theatre is the perfect venue for a much wider audience to be exposed to this beautifully exotic and rarely performed music.” Opening the performance are excerpts from Vivaldi’s opera Montezuma. This long lost opera, which dramatizes the conflict between Cortez and Montezuma, is the first opera set in the Americas and perfectly sets the stage for the Mexican music featured in the rest of the program. Mercury Baroque and Voz en Punto will perform music of Padilla, Murcia, Salazar, and other of Mexico’s finest baroque composers.  
 Mercury Baroque has been a dynamic member of the Houston arts community since 2000. Founded as a chamber ensemble, the group has grown into a Baroque orchestra performing a full subscription season of concerts in downtown Houston and touring both domestically and internationally. The organization continues to pursue its goal of building a strong tradition of Baroque music performance in Houston, starting with its educational outreach programs designed to train the city’s future musicians and create the audience of the future. Although Mercury is focused on bringing the best Baroque to Houston, the ensemble has toured to other countries as well, including two tours to Quito, Ecuador. In September, 2010, Mercury will revive its popular performance of Lully’s opera Armide in Paris. 
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